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With a vision of a literate Bangladesh, AlterYouth Limited is a technology startup that enables a 

platform for individuals and organisations to start ‘Literacy Scholarships’ online, for financially 

struggling students in Government Primary Schools and prevent dropouts before achievement of 

literacy. 

‘Literacy Scholarship’ is an innovation of AlterYouth, designed to financially incentivize attending 

school for primary school students until completion of class 5; after which a child has achieved 

full literacy. It is Tk 800/month, higher than what such a child could have earned working 

(opportunity cost), preventing the student from dropping out to work. In addition, it offers online 

monitoring and management of the scholarships for the scholarship providing entities. 

A social enterprise by design, AlterYouth launched with funding from Startup Bangladesh, ICT 

Division, Government of Bangladesh. Its innovation lies on its transparency; enabling entities to 

financially support beneficiaries directly through banking channels and its nationwide scalable 

model. All scholarships are transferred through digital payment modules, while scholarship 

sponsors have direct access to their beneficiaries. AlterYouth does not accept/use donations, its 

enterprise model lies on the service charge of scholarships maintained through the platform. 

AlterYouth’s scholarship operations now constitute 74 Government Primary Schools. The model’s 

integrity has allowed rapid expansion to have significant impacts in the country’s movement 

towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals; No Poverty, Quality Education and Gender 

Equality. AlterYouth’s impact on SDGs was translated into recognition with ‘SDGs Startup Award’ 

by UNDP Bangladesh and the “2018 Asia Pacific Outstanding SDG Enterprise Award” by UNDP 

Asia Pacific Regional Hub.    



BDT 700/monthNazida
(Maximum)BDT 100/month

Children born in Bangladesh 
enroll in Class 1.

98% 19%
Drop out of school by Class 5, 

before achieving literacy.

Source: Annual Primary School Census, Ministry of Primary & Mass Education, GoB, 2016
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PREVENT DROPOUTS



Rima Akhter

4 2

Scholarship Criteria

02/02/08

Agla Government Primary School Single Mother Family

Birabo, Kanchan, Rupganj, Narayanganj

SchoolClass Roll

Rima lives with her mother and two sisters. Her father passed away when she 

was a child and her mother has no income. Currently, Lamia's grandfather 

provides for the family.

Fruit

Food          Biriyani

Game

Best Friend

Hobby 

Football

Tanjila

Drawing

Education

Favourites

Orange
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Name

Occupation

3
Siblings

Name

Occupation

Mother Father
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AlterYouth receives 
National ICT Award 2018

PRESENTED BY

AlterYouth CEO, Asif U. Nabi & Chief Operations Officer, Maheer Mannan 
received the National ICT Award 2018. 

Mr. Zunaid Ahmed Palak, Hon’ble Minister of State for ICT Division, GoB

Mr. Mustafa Jabbar, Hon’ble Minister, Telecom & ICT Ministry, GoB



Memorandum of Undestanding signed between AlterYouth and
The Ministry of Primary and Mass Education, Government of Bangladesh

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between AlterYouth and the Ministry of Primary

and Mass Education, Government of Bangladesh on the 9th of Decemeber 2018 at the 

Bangladesh Secretariat to collaborate in enabling Literacy Scholarships for potential dropouts

in Government Primary Schools nationwide, aimed towards a literate Bangladesh.

Dr. AFM Manzur Kadir, Additional Secretary of the Ministry of Primary and Mass Education

and Mr. Asifun Nabi, Chief Executive Officer of AlterYouth Limtied signed the MoU on behalf of

the organizations in presence of the Honourable Secretary Mr. Md. Akram Al Hossain,

Additional Secretary Mr. G M Hashibul Alam and the Director General of the Directorate of

Primary Education, Dr. Md. Abu Hena Mostofa Kamal.



AlterYouth receives 2018 Asia-Pacific 
SDG Enterprise Award by UNDP Asia-Pacific

Asifun Nabi, CEO of AlterYouth, a tech-startup working to prevent dropouts in govern-

ment primary schools, and Meraj Enam, Chief Creative Officer, receives a “2018 Asia-

Pacific SDG Enterprise Award” on behalf of the startup from Jayathma Wickramanyake, 

United Nations Secretary-General’s envoy on youth, at the “Asia-Pacific Forum on Youth 

leadership, Innovation and Entrepreneurship” in Beijing on August 2. UNDP Bankgok 

Regional Hub and UNDP China, in partnership with the all China Youth Federation, 

organised the event.

10th August 2018



W
IN

NE
R 

OF
 

SD
Gs

 St
ar

tu
p A

wa
rd

 2
01

8

AL
TE

RY
OU

TH

Lin
da

 Ge
rm

an
is

,
Pr

oj
ec

t M
an

ag
er

, U
ND

P I
nn

ov
at

io
n 

Hu
b



UNDP Bangladesh and Citi Foundation 
honours AlterYouth for achieving SDGs

In recognition of the impact of Literacy Scholarships in achieving the Sustainable Development 

Goals for Bangladesh, AlterYouth received the ‘SDGs Startup Award’ from UNDP Bangladesh, at 

the ‘Accelerator Bangladesh’ event held in Bangabandhu International Conference Center, 

Dhaka. The event was organised by UNDP Bangladesh, Citi Foundation and the Ministry of 

Youth & Sports.

Ministry of Youth and Sports Additional Secretary ABM Ruhul Azad, UNDP Bangladesh Deputy

Country Director Kyoko Yokosuka, and Citi Bangladesh Country Officer N Rajashekaran, along

with 300 other delegates from public, private, and academic sectors were present at the 

closing event.

Photograph: AlterYouth team receiving the award from Ministry of Youth and Sports Additional 

Secretary ABM Ruhul Azad, UNDP Bangladesh Deputy Country Director Kyoko Yokosuka, and 

Citi Bangladesh Country Officer N Rajashekaran.
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